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Course Description: GLOBAL HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY - 
 Global 9 is a fascinating course that begins with ancient civilizations, examines classical civilizations, and concludes with European Renaissance, Reformation, and Enlightenment. Throughout the course we will also focus on geography and its effect on culture, government, economics and history. There is a midterm in January and a local final at the conclusion of 9th grade, which counts as 20% of the course grade. 

Common core standards will be addressed throughout all units of the course. Students will be asked to be active, engaged and open-minded readers and listeners who evaluate statements critically and constructively.  To do this, students will be asked to cite specific evidence when offering an interpretation of a text and when support their own points in writing and reasoning. 
What are my expectations?
· In January, you will be required to take a mid-term examination testing your knowledge of all content covered to that point.  This will count as 20% of your 2nd quarter grade.
· Research and writing will be emphasized throughout the year.  All writing assignments (including planners, drafts, revisions, self and peer critiques) will count as approximately 25% of each quarter’s grade.  
· In addition to the assessments listed above, there will be several tests, quizzes and projects during the course of the class.  
· There will be homework most nights.  I expect you to come to class prepared (including materials*), on time and ready to learn.  I will do the same.  
· If you are absent, you need to see me before or after school, or check the website, for all handouts or notes that you may have missed.  There is not enough time to give students the time and attention they need for this in the brief time between classes. 
Grading Policies:
· Students are graded based on percentage of total points earned for the quarter.  For example, if a student earns 376 points out of a possible 400, he/she will have earned an average of 94% for that portion of their grade.  Writing assignments will make up approximately 25% of the quarter points.  This means that points on those assignments may be adjusted at the end of the quarter, but the percentage score will remain the same.
· Full credit will be given to homework completed thoroughly and on time.  Half credit will be given to homework handed in late.  Homework turned in at the end of class or the end of the day is late. Tests must also be made up within one week of the test date.  YOU are responsible for setting up a make-up time.
· 10% credit per day will be deducted from any larger assignments (projects, papers, essays, etc.) handed in late.  
· If you are absent from class, you are expected to hand in the assignment that was due when you return.  If the assignment is not turned in when you return, it will be considered late.  If you miss class because of a field trip, sports, band or choir, the assignments for that class are still due on time.  You are expected to be prepared for the next class.
Grading Policies:
· Full credit will be given on homework assignments completed thoroughly and on time. Extra credit will be given to homework that went above and beyond the assignment. Half credit will be given to homework handed in late or incomplete. 
·  Tests must be made up within one week of the test date. 
· If you are absent from class, you are expected to hand in the assignment that was due when you return. If the assignment is not turned in when you return, it will be considered late. 
· If you miss class because of a field trip, sports, band, or choir the assignments due that class are still due. In addition, you are expected to be prepared for the next class. 
Other Policies:
· More and more research is showing that mobile phones distract students during class—even having one on the corner of a desk means students retain less information and are less engaged in class.  Therefore, no mobile phones are to be taken out of book bags during class.  If I see a phone, it will be placed in the front of the room to be collected by the student after class.

· In accordance with the New Paltz Code of Conduct, DASA regulations, and consideration for your learning and that of your peers, conversations will be respectful in class.  Off color, profane or inappropriate comments, even if intended humorously between friends, will not be tolerated.  If you cannot be respectful, you will be asked to leave,
·  and parents/guardians will be notified.
*Materials for this class:
1. 3 ring binder for handouts & notes sheets
2. Loose leaf lined paper or notebook for class notes and class work that will be handed in daily
3. A composition notebook for homework (for COWs and research notes).
4. pens & pencils
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